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Glory and thanks to You, our Lord, Jor Your mercy and favors 
which cannot be encompassed. Greatest of those ís our having our 
Prophet Muhammad, the Paragon of creation and tts beauty and 
perfection, as our guiding light in this stormy world. Our greatest 

| thanks to You, therefore, for lighting our way to hts inheritors, our Cas Go GUN کر ورکر ا , " teachers. Upon him, his Family and Companions, and upon them 
۱ and us Your blessings and peace forever, to the dear Day You 

lake us back to You! 

This ís the brief testimonial of one of those Divine favors lavished 
| on an undeserving servant standing at the door of the mercies of 

His Lord. This record of a seven-day journey from Damascus the 
Protected to Singapore and Johore, s id in the last week a 
the blessed Mawlid month yk s 77“ al Ann 
of ae aie was intended, first, to fir 

Unto Allah belong the East and the West, 
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Allah's countenanc and whithersoever ye turn, there 5 Allah 

nowi : 5 
Lo! Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing. (2 ) 
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Upon arrival, we dutifully headed to the M agam of al-Habib 
Nah al-Habshi. We climbed the high steps and entered to greet 

him then greeted his brother ‘Abd al-Rahman at his Magam 
outside. SALAMUN ‘ALAYKUM our Masters, our Honorable 

Guides, our Living Wellsprings bringing us quenching waters from 
the heavenly world, O Shining Lights for heavy, untrained eyes, 
showering tender mercies on hard hearts! Can you not open up our 
understandings, inspire us with healing gratitude, remodel us into 
obedient servants of our Lord? 

lhe Awkya’ are famed for munificence and generosity because they 
are the Friends of the All-Giving. Their giving never stops because 
His giving never stops. They open the gates of permission in every 
quarter to every humble visitor that stands at the gate. After per- 
mission comes ease; and ease is the mark of permission, as we saw 
From the beginning to the end of this blessed trip. In Damascus also, 
it had long become evident that the blessed day in the hfe of a stu- 
dent was the day he or she had obtained the baraka and madad of 
4 pious person, a holy place, a blessed event, far above completing a 
book or receiving the certification of a teacher and prestigious chains 
of transmission. 

With this visit to the lving, the first de ty and those that followed 
brought many meetings with the people of mercy. More refreshing 

5 

The first thing that the apple of our eyes, Mawlana al-Shaykh 

Nazim said when Í asked him permission to travel and he gave it, 

was to "V asit the Maqam of Nuh.” The thirteenth issue of Inabah 
magazine — published by the historical Khadijah Mosque of Sin- 
gapore — states (b. 109-110): 

Not much is known about the early life of this Jamous 19° century 
saint except that he came from the Northern Malaysian state of Kedah 
and lived for a while in Penang, an island off the coast of Kedah 
Fle was a direct descendant of our Holy Prophet Muhammad — sall. 
Allahu ‘alayhi wa-Alihi wa-Sallam, an Arab from Fladramaut, 
the area of southern Arabia that is now known as Yemen. He made 
his appearance in Singapore after the island became a British colo ny 
in 1819. He came into prominence because, bein :8 a majdhub, he did 
things that are out of the ordinary. He loved children who liked to 
accompany him everywhere he went. He would enter a shop, take out 
all the money from the cash drawer and throw tt to the waiting chil- 
dren. Those shopkeepers who were aware of his holy state did not 
make any attempt to stop him and were rewarded by Allah with 
prosperity in their business thereafter. Such activities, however, were 
Jrowned upon by the British colonial masters who tried to put him in 

jail a number of times. However, after doing this many times, they fi- 
nally gave up and left him alone. The reason? Each time he was ar- 

rested and put in jail, he mysteriously disappeared from bis cell and 

was seen outside walking free. This is one of the signs of awliya, their 

service to God has set them free from man.... Stories on F1 abit Nop 

often revolve around his miracles — especially his incredible A ty i 

appear in a number of places at the same 111776... [He | was also #0 
bx Ey A TAA ye and his state of unveiling Jor his gift of knowing avout events fo come an FED 

(kashf).... Habib Noh died peacefully on Friday [4 att m 

1283 (1866 CE) and was buried on the hill at bts own pri 7 4 
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alone, yet smiling and present to those around him with the highest 

courtesy, and the words that followed: “Let not the would-be sum- 

moner to Allah and His Prophet turn to everything he sees or 

hears lest his water become colored; then he will become affected by 

everything and everyone, but affect nothing and no-one!" 

May Allah reward you, ya Habib, what precious advice you gave 

to every wary student! Indeed, Islam in Singapore, vibrant with 

futuwwa and tasawwuf, is no more nor less oriented by the wis- 

doms of the Sufi Masters of Fladramawt than its soul-brothers in 

the rest of South-East Asia. To those Habaib saints goes the 

palm of bringing the seal of the Divine no n to the shores 
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than air to the surfacing diver or water to a desert traveller are the 
blessed sights that bring light. These wirds — recurrent sources — are 
the preys and prizes of every wise mu'min in the dunya and the 
incomprehensible folly that eludes those dunya has veiled. (If the y 

had only remained on the tight path We would cer- 
unly have given them to drink of water in abun- 

dance) (72:16)! 
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When I saw the worldly beauty of Singapore, that pearl of the 
Onent, that meeting of the sophistications of East and West, 
which heightens its lure by reining in, through remnants of old- 
world frugality, the gaudy permissiveness that ruined the face of the 
West, only to better compete for the wealth of this world, its streets 
an oraerly, proud, young urban architecture of cellphone-absorbed, 

Jashion-refined, self-policed, polyglot-jaded male and female cadres 

of dunya dressed and bared in the latest fashions... 

„Í remembered the sight of decorum, true power and wealth, a 

few months back, of the Yemeni grandson of the Prophet, upon 

him and his House blessings and peace, al Habib ‘Ak alJ afri, as 

he walked into a packed auditorium at Dar al-Fatwa in Beirut, 

white jubba and turban over white robe, his gait vigorous but not 

rushed, his eyes fixed on the same invisible love as his heart, ım- 
elel) 

pervious and serene to seeing or being seen as if he were completely 
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Splendor") quoted Mulla ‘Ah al-Qari alFl anafi s explanation of 

this magnificent hadith — Allah have mercy on both of them: 
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The Seal of Prophets and Paragon of perfection, our Master 

Muhammad, upon him and his House blessings and peace, said: 

3 

TOMATE gbهللا ل  Loهللا  aly aleسر  
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“Whoever enters the market then says ‘There is no divin- 

ity but Allah, alone, without partner! His alone is 

the Kingdom, and to Him alone is due all praise! 

He causes death and brings to life, in His power 

is all goodness, and He is able over all things!’ 

Allah will write one million good deeds for him, erase one mil- 

lon sins, and raise him one million levels!” 

Muhammad ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Khani in the introduction to bis 

epitome of Tariqa ethics titled al-Baljat al-Saniyya ( ‘The Super? 



I bear witness that among those barakat is the fact that every 

outward and inward baraka is through the blessing of our Shaykh, 

Mawlana al-Shaykh Nazim, himself through the blessing of our 

Prophet, upon him, his House — including our Shaykh — and his 

Companions blessings and peace, just as the Mujaddid, Shaykh 

al-Islam al-Subki said in his Fatawa (I have replaced two men- 

tions of the Prophet % with that of Mawlana D dd 

AS 14/62 Prayer of Tawassul 

10 Allah belongs all praise, Who has blessed us, 
in the person of Mawlana, with an endless felicity. 

Í bear witness that there is no deity except Allah alone 
without partner, the protecting Friend, the Glorious. 

I bear witness that Muhammad is His servant and messenger, 

the guide to every upright matter. 
May Allah send blessings and peace upon him in a manner befitting 

Hir naay, with a blessing rising ever higher and increasing, 
Ana a superabundant greeting of peace until the 2 ofi the eed, 
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Among those gifts is the following meeting. This bankrupt-souled, 

weak slave sat outside a conference room in Singapore, confessing 

with a weeping heart to his helplessness in any such da wah as that 

Sor which his unsuspecting hosts supposed him qualified. Staring at 

the floor I told my Lord of my longing to see one of His elect ser- 
vants so that Í may cheat nafs with madad and turn schooling into 
inspiration. Lo and behold, as I looked up, there was, standing 
over me in the garb of Egyptian Shaykhs, head inclined with a 
sight smile and child-like eyes, a man introduced as Shaykh ‘Abd 
al-Magsid. “As-Salamu ‘alaykum — Wa- alaykum as-Salam, 
M ge Mp i ti nl beard Marhaban 1 MAU o 

lived in Egypt. - 4450 known as “2 1074 'al-Musawwir, 
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1. LAYSA SU'LI MIN AL-JINANI NATMA (SUPPLICATION) 

My longing for Paradise is not for its pleasures 

but I love them because then I will see You. 

O hfe of all souls You are my healing 

So heal me and treat me with Your cure! 

I do not have, my Lord, a door other than Your door. 

Then open the door that I may receive Your good pleasure. 

My God, my Master, my Owner! 

Í do not hope from this existence other than You. 

Therefore, expand my breast, my God, be bountiful to me 

With Your special munificence: You can well do sot 3 

I am, et all Alt weak and ee : ۹ A 3 
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FROM DIWAN 5101 ‘ABD AL-MUSAWWIR 

Le. Shaykh ‘Abd al-Maqsüd Faris al-Idrisi al-Misti al-Singapuri 

 هب انعفنو ىلاعت هللا هظفح روصملا دبع يدبس ناود نم

ع | مث ير ۳ | | يسر دإلا سراف دوصتلا تہ e يع
 1 j تا

 SY اهبحأ öll يلوس سیل
Vn \کاود یوادو ىنع فعاف ٭ یئاود تنا  

 كاضر لاأ يک بابل حتفاف 36 باب كباب يغ بر اب یل ام
 کاوس دوجولا نموجرآ تسل # یکیلمو يديسو يا ا

 Ós كلت تنأ لضفاب كنم ٭ 4583 AL ردصلا حرشاف
 لب نم ينجنو يمسج یوق * Go فبعض یرولا يف ین

 کده منماف كاضر الإ یل ام * يرفق فيعضلا انآ یملإ ا

 اکاذل لها ت تنأو ير تا a lb ينوادو يلق فشاو

 .KÍ مهوادو يدلو فشاو A et aed E ظفحا

 Shae نمزهاو قلا م K یف وقو ىلإ اب ندلا رصن
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2. LiSADATUN MIN ‘IZZIHIM (THE AWLIYA’) 

I have masters whose glorious rank stand them on every front. 

If I am not of them yet in them I possess glory and fame. 

They prostrate to their Lord and to no creature ever — only Him. 

None but they taught this world love. Their love has His good pleasure. 

Do you know them, dear student? They are the high leaders, the lords. 

They are the Family of the Chosen One, the Pure, those of the Mantle. 

Allah has purified them of the stains of thts life, 

Calling His servants to love them — and this love holds His guidance. 

Whoever comes seeking their love is blessed with The God í gifts. 

Therefore, tread their path and reap from our Lord glory and fame. 

Stand on their doorsteps, ask! Then truly ۴ His good pleasure, 

Tie honor ےہ Gods riness, of sufficiency somal creatures — aiee 
 و 7 4.

 اض mo دع یدبس ناود نمو

 JU YI مهمادقأ L3 مهزع نم ةداس یل

 ءاجو زع مھف يل ٭ مهتم اا كأم نإ
 iat m * ما اک ودجس
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3. YA SAFWAT AL-KHALQ (AHL AL-BAYT ULEMA) 

O chosen people, you are the masters of human beings. 

Allah has purified you, He has ennobled you since before the beginning. 

You are the safety of creation against every peri 

And you are a light for Arabs and non-Arabs. 

You have pointed us to the all-Merciful, our Creator, 

And you are, for creation, a light shining on bigh. 

O people of Ta Ha! In the hearts you hold a most special place. 

Therefore, deflect our hardship, O most elect of nations! 
 ےس - e" € اے

May the Lord of the Throne send His 2 pan yos 1 
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 D 0 wis دو يف ربخلاو .
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 ,lel, bizel اکولس * مهيف Ji دمحم بحو
 اهارت مالعا ضرالا يف مهو * نما ضرألا ىف ىفطصملا لاف

 اهاض ال زعو فرش مهل ٭ یدهو رو انهاه مهاهف

alمات  ueاهانج تاط ةنج نكستو ٭ برش  

 اهاحاو اعابتاو اكولس # یبر نمحرلل نوعدب مهف
 اهاق حصلا ام اذإ ناسرفو # مهارت Chay ليللاب مهف

beيدام ا دلوم  tbاهاشغ ام اهاشغ دق اند ٭٭  

 Lal روصلا دبع يدبس ناود نمو
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 Wie ابض عیرلا يف نام ٭ بحو فارشا S معو
 اهار im يذلا اهمهنو * ىوحن ليت نيح راهزاللو

 اهادم ىلع ةايحلا هب حوفت * يرس USRES رطعو

 اهامم يف كتالملا Us 3۴ رشو حرف يف نوكلا لکو

 اهاجو اردق الع aac K . اوهزب OSU يف هللا شرعو PEL سا -
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The Book of Allah was their leader and they trod Ahmad s Sunna, 

Love of Muhammad and his House in them their very life-blood. 

For the love of the Al on the earth is safety, they are its sign-posts. 

Here they are, light, guidance, bearing honor and glory unsurpassed! 

Seek refuge in them, get near, and dwell in sweet-boughed Paradtse! 

They summon to my most Merciful Lord, that is their very life-blood. 

At night you see them monks, and knights when daylight follows. 

Greetings, birth of our guide! For we reel in a world overwhelmed. 
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4. ATALLAT BI-MALA'I AL-DUNYA BAHAHA (THE MAWLID) 

The beauty of tbe world has dawned and creation exults in love. 

New light bathes the universe, spring love embraces its bright boughs. 

Flowers sway, converse in confidence, a tongue known to thetr Creator. 

Their fragrant scent suffuses the universes, all life fragrant with it. 

All creation is in joy and elation including the angels in high heaven. 

The Throne of the Merciful beams for a newborn of unmatched honor 

— Muhammad my liege-lord Ta Ha! Welcome, guidance and light! 

Blessed is he who has the highest station, rank and glory unsurpassed! 

Whoever has the Prophet for leader will dwell in htgh-ground Paradise 

And in Vtrdaws is his house, by my Lord, high fruit-bearing gardens! 

Before his birth appeared Signs warning the witnesses. 

The Persians’ fire went out one night after having blazed a millenium. 

Sáwa í lake dried up and turned into a desert in the morning. 

Light in every corner lit up with the light of the Elect reaching it. - 

The nation of the desert rose, built the edifice of glory, raised its flags. 
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aie | 5. 'ILMU AL-TASAWWUFI NURUN (THE SUFI SCIENCE) 

Lal روصملا دبع يديس ناود نمو 
  be n i The Sufi science is a light unreachableیک

By book-knowers or pen-holders. 
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But for his thin frame the Habib looked like Mawlana in all 

things and even seemed to mimick him when he said to pardon his 

broken Arabic. To our begging bus du a for our injured lands and 

people he replied, “The Umma is protected and in good hands and 

you have in Shaykh Nazim al-Kifaya.” He gave us spiritual and 

material food and drink, and invited us back for another feast. We 

prayed, supplicated, and Our Lord took us back to Singapore in 

the same way He had brought us, vibrant with dhikr and shukr. 
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seemed completely ly bare and the Habib apologized saying that
 since 

the death of his last female relative “the house has turned into a 

mosque." This was the first of 4 senes of teachings on bis part 

which lifted us on the wings of humility. The Habib looked and 

spoke to each of us with kindness and cheer. His gaze seemed the 

reflection of a blue sky in a clear sea breeged with quick mirth and 

uninsistent appraisal for the hal and mind of each interlocutor. He 

exemplified the allegory of the Prophet, upon him and bis House 

blessings and peace, that speaks of “the shy virgin in her chamber” 

except for his joy at receiving us. He said the entire world poured 

into his house to visit him and he was glad to hear their news and 

turn their sights into drinking-stations from their spiritual well- 

springs. Shaykh Abu Bakr ibn Muhsin al-‘Attas once indicated 

that this perpetual istimdad from the Umma is a Ba Alawi trait. 

Mawlana encapsulates it in his saying that our reply that “This ts 

from your lights” to dazzled questioners about the INaqsbbandtyya 

is literal. Hence Mawlana turned us, also, into bees in search of 

blessings and into censors replying to those that bemoan the dearth 

of Awliya on top of God's earth: Rise, blind sloth, and quit K. 

ing to the dust with avarice and defeat! 

“How fortunate we are, Hosts of Islam! For we have 

of Divine care a pillar indestructible.” 
A 
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The author was also honored to meet the noble Habib and director 

of the historical Ba “Alawi mosque in Singapore, Sayyid Hasan 

ibn Muhammad ibn Salim al-Attas — Allah save him and have 

mercy on his foreparents! — who graced me with Ins hospitality and 

gifts from the Sunni heritage, among them the following books: 

1. The large masterpiece by al-Habib ‘Alawi ibn Ahmad ibn al-Hasan 

ibn al-Outh ‘Abd Allah ibn ‘Alawi al-Fladdad titled Sharh Ratib 

al-Haddad, a 525-page lexical, juridical, and sufi commentary in 

twenty-seven chapters of the short ۷ of Imam ‘Abd Allah al- 

Haddad which is read in Yemen and through the 0 peninsula. 

The introduction of al-Flabib. ‘Alani thn Ahmad al-Haddad’s to his 

1216 (1801 CE) refutation of the Wabbabi sect titled Misbah al- 

Anam wa-Jala’ al-Zalam fi Raddi Shubah al-Bid í al-Najdt all att 

Adalla bibû al-Awamm (‘The Light of Mankind in Refating the 

Falsehoods of the Innovator from Najd by Which He Has M isguided 

the General Public”) has been published in English translation by the 

writer of these lines joined with the recent epistle (í translated in full) of 

al-Sayyid Yusuf ibn Hashim al-Rifa’ titled 2 16-711 

Ulama’ Najd (“Advice to our Brethren the Ulema of Nard ) 

2. Three most precious compilations on the merits of invoking blessings 

on the Paragon of creation, upon him blessings and peace: 

Fadl al-Salat 'alal-Nabi&& by Qadi Ismail al-Maliki (d. 272); 

Anwar al-Athar al-Mukhtassatu bi-Fada'il al-Salat ‘ala al-Nabi 

al-Mukbtar & by Abú al-‘Abbas al-Iglishi (d. 550); and 

Al-Durr al-Mandid fil-Salati wal-Salam ‘ala Sahib al-Magam 

al-Mahmud اهر Imam Ibn Hajar al-Haytami (d. 273). 

3. Al-Rihlatu al-Mih dariyya ilal-Najafi wal-Kafati wal-Bilad al- 
Karbala iyya by Sayyid Ja far ibn ‘Alawi ibn Muhammad ibn 7 lhmad 

al-Mihdar of Java. This 1972-1976CE travelogue is rich in instructive 

anecdotes on contemporary Muslim cultur and Al al-Bayt history by 
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‘Aydaras Breath Concerning the Nagshbandi $uft Path و 
and 

Shaykh Muhyi al-Din ‘Abd al-Qadir ibn 5 h
aykh ibn ‘Abd Allah 

the author of Ta'rif al-Ahya þi-Fadá il al-Ihya’ ۵ 

the Living with the Merits of ۲ Reviving”) which begins: 

 نب خيش D رداملا دبع نیدلا uet خيشلا فرشلا ۳ ی | لاق

 ءایحإلا لئاضفب ءايحألا فرمت هبانک ةعيلط يف سور ديعلا هللادبع
 كلذ لعج دبع باک يف اهبطو نساح ا رشنل قفو يذلا هل دما
 اندیس ىلع مالسلاو ةالصلاو «باملا مويل ةريخدو بابحالا نيعال ةرق
 ىلعو QUI یوذ بولق Dade y هتعرش ءايحإب !Le يذلا دمحم
 ءايحإلا سم تقرشا ام باحصالا عيمجو نيرهاطلا نيببطلا هلا
 فاعسإ ىلإ بوهوملا ىلولا هفنصم ةيناحور ةمه تهجوتو بولما

Glory, praise, and thanks to Allah Who has granted the proclama- 

tion of all kinds of goodness and enfolded them in the book of a ser- 

D 

his Law and his Path, the hearts of those with understanding, and 

upon his excellent, pure Family and all his Companions, for as long 

„as the sun of the Ihya [Ulim al-Din] rises over the hearts and the 

high energy of its Divinely-gifted author's spirit turns to rescue in their 

quest those who are constant in reading it and its lovers... 

! [ts manus pt is in the ex-Zabiriyya Tasawwuf collecti 11353 
now Maktabat al-Asad) 7 7 Malih’s E er A2 (2111) 
and Kabbala, Mu jam al-Mu'allifin (5:195). 
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Among the thorny issues in Singapore is usury (nba). It ís an 

issue of the highest gravity. As Dr. Muhammad Said al- Butt 

said — echoing the masses of the prominent Ulema — in his con- 

demnations without appeal of al-Tantawi's “American” fatwas le- 

galizing usury, “Allah Most High declared war against one thing 

in His Book and that is riba.” O ye who believe! Ob- 

serve your duty to Allah, and give up what remains 

from usury, if ye are (in truth) believers. And if ye 

do not, then be warned of war (against you) from 

Allah and His messenger. And if ye repent, then ye 

have your principal (without interest). Wrong not, 
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a traditional educator of the first rank. Mibdar means Jperpresent" 

after al-S ayyid Abmad al-Mihdar’ constant presence (hudur) with the 

Prophet, upon him and his House blessings ana peace. 

4. The precious epistle by Imam al-Suyiti— Allah have mercy on him — 

al-Bahit fi Hukm al-Nabiyyi $ allAllabu ‘alayh wa-Alth wa-Sallam 

bil-Batini wal-Zahir on the proofs that the Prophet && passed rulings 

not only on the basis of outward knowledge but also of internal knowl- 

edge, reuniting the criteria of al-Khidir with those of all the oth
er Prophets. 

5. Ugiad al-Almas (“The Diamond Necklaces”), a biography of 

the Qutb al-Habib Ahmad ibn Hasan ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Attas by 

Shaykh ‘Alani ibn Tahir ibn ‘Abd Allah al-Haddad - Allah be well- 

pleased with both of them! This 300-page book ends with an history of 

Islam in Java, Sumatra, and the Borneo peninsula dating the coming of 

the first “Alawi masters to those parts as far back as the fifth century. 

6. Rashafat Ahl al-Kamal wa-Nasamat Ahl al- Wisal (“The 

Sips of the People of Perfection and the Breezes of the People of Connec- 

tion”), a precious diwan of spiritual poetry by 5 ayyid ‘Abd al-Rahman 

ibn ‘Abd Allah BalFagih who says — Allah be well-pleased with bım: 

 ٭ ىدر لك نم دبعلا وجنب سبلو  BUIیدتها قدصلا

SLA یو لاحلا يف لضفلا # یدنہو زوف لك deo 

 فر ة ترو ىد لإ #* هتحرذدهل سبل کل
  3 \ t 3ما

DHA یذ هللا هجو دصقو * هضرشلاو نسالا dd الإ 

The servant will not be delivered from every lowly trait ; í 

ae except when he truthfully makes al-Hagq his guidance. 
Then he shall be granted every victory and right guidance 

through munificence right here and in the hereafter. 
But he has no avenue whatsoever available 

S م fo guidance and to a lofty rank 

Except to follow the Religion and the S 2 Law fo 

aiming at the countenance of Allah the Most Gracious. 
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Many Singaporean Muslims partake in transactions Islam sees as 

usurious (ribawi) such as interest-laden housing loans, leases, in- 

surance (other than obligatory car insurance in some views), frans- 

actions in capital such as shares and stock market, interest banką- 

ing... Any money accrued from the latter, for example, must be 

gotten rid of but can never be considered sadaqa nor used to pay 

government taxes nor anything else, contrary to the statement to 

that effect in The Muslim Reader magazine (Vol. 20 No. 3 page 

8), because it ís illicit property in the first place. lf placed unsolic- 

ited into one’s possession, one gets rid of it as fast as possible 

without the kast expectation of reward. This ruling has often been 

clarified by our teachers in Damascus, Shaykh Adib Kallas al- 

Hanafi and Dr. Wabba al-Zubayk al-S hafi í. 
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Thus, it was left to the consaonable latter-day Muslims to keep 

the specter of riba at bay as far as humanly possible and not throw 

up their arms in defeat even if the entire world revels in a riba- 

based economy. 7ہ udhayfa — Allah be well-pleased with him — nar- 

rated that the Prophet — upon him peace — said: “Do not be con- 

formers who say: Tf people do good we shall do good, and if they do 

wrong we shall do wrong.’ Rather, gear yourselves to 3 good if 

people do 27 and, 1 they do wrong, not to do wrong. 

١ SS 

 ally ale AT ox 00,295 ناق 4:2 هللا یضر ةفئذخ ْنَع
oe 

pb ذو Cag نإ نور a وترك ا ملو EF 

Cubو  Saal Vنأ الا نسخ ا نإ  so Wadeاوت  

2? Al-Tirmidhi narrated it and declared it hasan, while al-Bukhari in 
al- Tre al-Kabir narrates it as, "Do not be conformers turning with 
every win 
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Tudung in Islam in not so much a symbol of religion as it is one of 

civilization and culture of the highest order. It is the remnant of 

the standard of feminine privacy and dignity known to all the other 

civilizations and cultures on earth. It is tronic that it should be 

E out ts the نے و ےس Itis an pa a iii 

it in the name DH Mrs T m m " | NS e marti A "att 

and impoverishes the human heritage. It is also a vio — 
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His command to pass. Allah has set a measure for 

all things (65:2-3) 
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Another thorny issue in Singapore is the tudung, the Malay word 

for the head, neck, and throat veil of the Muslima known in 

Arabic as the hijab. It has been the wont of the enemies of good 

since the beginning to persuade the paragons of creation — human 

beings since our first father and mother — to doff the garments of 
chastity, decency, modesty, and nobility so as to expose them and 
bring them nearer to the animal. ۹ Children of Adam! Let 

not Satan seduce you as he caused your (first) 
parents to go forth from the Garden and tore off 

from them their robe (of innocence) that he might 
manifest their shame to them. Lo! he sees you, he 
and his tribe, from whence you see him not. Lo! We 

have made the devils protecting friends for those 

who believe not} (7:27) 

N esto 7 IRکیوبا  

[me A wed ccc7  
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May Allah grant success and prosperity in both worlds to all those that 
made this visit to Johore and Singapore a beneficial 6700677261162. The writer 

of these lines wishes fo thank in particular the organizers and staff of 

the “Journey to Ihsan” International Conference on Islamic S pirituality, 

especially Mohamed Nassir and Feisal Marican; the director of Abdul 

Aleem Siddique Mosque, Ay Abdul Jalil Sidik; Ustaz Mohammad 

Ibrahim Kassim; Mayor Laynu! Abidin Rasheed; my esteemed fellow 

speakers at the Conference, espectally Moulana Siddig Ahmad Nasir 

and the longtime assoctate of my Shaykh and Grandshaykh, Dr. Malik 

Babikir Badri, who gifted me his study of Avicennan and Gha zalian 

psychology titled Contemplation; the director and staff of the Islamic 

Keugious Council of Singapore; Darul-Arqam Singapore; our Shaykh’s 

beloved deputy, S haykb Lakartyya BaGharib; Sayyid Hasan al-Bahar; 

Dr. Adel Ben Mnaouer; the representatives of Khadijah Mosque; Sayyid 
Esa al-Haddad; Ibrahim “Sin 'gapore Gibril” and his family for the 

hospitality and the book Muhammad M essenger of Allah: Ash- 
Shifa of Qadi Tyad; Wardah bookstore Jor the book of our 

Mother, Hajja Amina ‘Adil~ Muhammad the 
Messenger of Islam: His Life and Prophecy; 

those already named in this booklet; 

and those I overlooked but 

thank nevertheless. 

 دیس ىلع هللا ىلصو
 دمحم  allyهبحصو

 بر هلل

 نل اعلا

A foremost government official said, “The good progress of the 

Muslim community is the result of hard work, determination, and 

the community working as one with other Singaporeans. However, 

the Muslims are more than just dependable. They are the con- 

science of the world. They serve a higher ideal than work ethics and 

state-building even if these are natural side-results of their char- 

acter. It is therefore the task of their consctonable representatives 

everywhere to set the tone and high moral standards for the societies 

and the very institutions and governments that manage them. This 

can only be achieved by clinging to the saving path and persevering 

in seeking Divine good-pleasure according to the rule that (Allah 

changes not the condition of a folk until they first 

change that which is in themselves? (13:11). 
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